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(Raising Awareness

7 #£ M % . Fostering students as global or
intercultural citizens is a key mission for
universities worldwide. Understanding the
nature of communication in English as a lingua
(ELF) this

development. Since English is commonly used

franca can be crucial for

for intercultural interactions among

multilingual  speakers, an  individual’s
perception of ELF may significantly impact
their engagement. To address this, some
tertiary education practitioners have begun to
explore raising students’ awareness of ELF
communication. This presentation outlines the
characteristics of ELF communication and
introduces two case studies from Japan and the
UK that attempt to raise this awareness. By
examining potential elements for developing
ELF awareness across these contexts, the talk
aims to offer tentative insights into how
universities might integrate these elements
into their curricula to better prepare students

as intercultural citizens.
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In a rapidly evolving digital landscape,
English language education plays a pivotal
role in equipping learners with the tools
needed to navigate and contribute to a globally
connected world. The integration of digital
global citizenship education and Al literacy
into English language education seems
essential but presents both unique challenges
and valuable perspectives.

Arguably, digital citizenship  involves
understanding global, ethical issues, such as
bias in Al algorithms and privacy concerns.
Ideally, education in and for digital spaces
enhances students’”  intercultural and
communicative skills, empowering them as
global citizens who can engage responsibly in
digital spaces across languages and cultures.
Navigating these topics sensitively in diverse
classrooms requires careful planning and
intercultural awareness, particularly for
English language educators and teachers. In
this context, we will be discussing some recent
developments, curricula and tools and try to

pinpoint challenges for the future.
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