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Grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation are three
fundamental components of language skills. However,
in teaching English in Japan, insufficient time is spent
on pronunciation compared to the other two
components. Sound discrimination practice and ear
training, although useful methods for improving
pronunciation, are not utilized enough. The latest
Course of Study does not appear to treat pronunciation

and grammar equally. Like grammar, there should be a

classificatory explanation in pronunciation, such as

the point of articulation and the manner of articulation.

There should also be improvements in explaining the
pronunciation of ‘what time’ and in addressing
sentence stress and intonation more effectively to help
English teachers understand the importance of
teaching pronunciation. On the other hand, judging
from the reality that many students do not know the

features of English sounds, more attention should be

paid to functional loads, the Lingua Franca Core
(Jenkins), and International English

(Gimson/Cruttenden) as realistic solutions. For
example, quantitative distinctions should be taught
carefully, including the one in vowels between ‘cap’
and ‘cab’. The /lI/ and /r/ phonemes should be taught
more seriously because their functional load is very
high in international communication. International
intelligibility can be a realistic solution for many

Japanese learners of English.
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I was honored to invite Dr. Shahid Abrar-ul Hassan
as the keynote speaker at the 17th annual convention
of JACET Kanto Chapter and chair his keynote
session. He has been working as a language educator,
researcher, and teacher development professional for
over two decades at institutions in many regions of the
world. He currently works as Professor at Yorkville
University, British Columbia Campus, in New
Westminster, Canada. At the conference, he gave an
insightful presentation on realigning language
assessment practices in the era of Al. As English for
Specific Purposes (ESP) programs grow and evolve at
universities around the world, the ways we assess
students, the skills we teach, and the materials we use
need to address the requirements of language
education focused on communication in specific
academic fields. His talk began with the fundamental
aspect of ESP as being needs-driven and based on a
needs analysis, which lays the foundation of an ESP
course. He reviewed briefly the current developments
in the field of ESP from “ESP = EAP + EOP” to now

EAP being an eminent subfield as “EAP = EGAP

(English for general academic purposes) + ESAP
(English for specific academic purposes).” His
presentation also highlighted the relevance of
Language Assessment Literacy (LAL) for effective
assessment practices in ESP, which involves skills,
knowledge, principles, uses, ethics, and impact of
assessment. Finally, Dr. Hassan discussed how to
revisit and innovate ESP assessments to address new
developments in teaching practices, such as Al and
how LAL can improve assessment approaches and
methods in ESP programs. Dr. Hassan’s presentation
and the question-and-answer session that followed
made the conference a

together meaningful

professional development experience for the
participants who came from across Kanto region. I am
grateful to Dr. Shahid Abrar-ul Hassan for giving us
the opportunity to benefit from such a precious

presentation.
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