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Learner Reflections During Team-based

Collaborative Learning|
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The presenter of the study introduced team-based

AKkie Yasunaga

collaborative learning (TBL) into General English
courses during the COVID-19 pandemic, using a
hybrid form of teaching that connected face-to-face
and online students via Zoom. Developed by
Michaelsen in the 1980s, TBL is an educational
strategy that uses collaborative activities in small
groups to promote active learning and has been widely
adopted across academic disciplines and countries.
She distinguished TBL from cooperative learning
(CL) and then explained how she used TBL to ensure
active participation on the Zoom platform during the
COVID-19 pandemic. TBL follows a systematic
instructional sequence consisting of three phases:
Readiness Assurance Process (i.e., RAP), Application,
and Assessment. The TBL approach involved students
completing pre-class learning activities, engaging in
collaborative discussions during class time, and
working on culminating projects to synthesize their
knowledge. Students' reflections on TBL revealed
positive psychological changes during the progressive
TBL activities, including the development of a
collaborative mindset, accumulation of subject

knowledge, improvement of teamwork skills, and

reflection on accomplishments. Overall, the study



suggests that TBL can be effectively applied in

general English courses to promote active
participation and enhance students' learning
experience. ( Akiko Watanabe, Ritsumeikan
University)
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interaction to develop 21st-century skills and
cross-cultural sensitivity for Society 5.0
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Professor Obari gave a presentation on his study
which focused on how his university students'
language proficiency, attitude towards using English,
cross-cultural sensitivity, and 2lst-century skills
improved after a semester dedicated to enhancing
communication, and

cross-cultural

abilities. The

presentation,

leadership students had ample
opportunities to interact intensively with overseas

young Christians and professors, both face-to-face and



online, using various tools and software. Actual lesson
clips demonstrated their engagement with native
speakers, further motivating foreign language learners.
The diverse range of topics, such as religion, SDGs,
science and theology, and global issues, inspired the
students in their CLIL classes. By the semester's end,
the students not only improved their language skills
but also developed a positive worldview. The
presentation highlighted the importance of human
interaction amid rapid Al progress. It emphasized how
collaborations ~ with

personal connections and

individuals from different cultures can shape
well-rounded individuals.

The transformative impact of fostering cross-cultural
exchanges and communication skills in pursuit of
global competency was evident. In a world driven by
technology, the report urged reflection on the
significance of personal connections. The experiences
showcased the power of international collaboration in
creating a more open-minded and optimistic student
body. The semester's success underscored the value of
such educational approaches in preparing students for
a diverse and interconnected world. (Yoko Asari,

Waseda University)
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