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Keynote Lecture Abstract
Abilities and Aptitudes for Second Language Task Performance
Peter Robinson (Aoyama Gakuin University)

Aptitude for second or foreign language learning is the ability to successfully adapt
to and profit from instructed or naturalistic exposure to the L2. Attention allocation, control,
rehearsal in memory, self-regulation, analogical reasoning and many more processes combine
to facilitate adaptation and learning in instructed settings, and during participation in
instructional tasks. The cognitive processing, emotional and behavioural challenges various
settings and tasks pose draw on subtly differentiated clusters of abilities and other person
factors. In this presentation | argue research is needed into these in order to identify
‘complexes’ of abilities or ‘aptitudes’ for ‘types’ of situated pedagogic activity during
classroom task performance (Robinson, 2001, 2007, 2012). An aptitude battery that assessed
strengths and weaknesses in such complexes would be of great diagnostic value in matching
learners to optimal learning contexts. Currently available aptitude tests cannot be used to this
end, and so new aptitude batteries must be developed.

Since the 1950's and 1960's when existing language learning aptitude batteries were
first researched, piloted, and then published, there has been a great deal of first, and second
language acquisition (SLA) research. These early aptitude batteries were developed without the
benefit of findings from this research. Similarly, important psychological constructs and
phenomena such as priming, task switching, implicit, episodic and working memory were
simply not conceived of, theorised and researched at that time. There is therefore a clear need
to update our current measures of, and theories of, aptitude, accommodating, where necessary,
these recent findings from SLA and cognitive psychology research.

In the broader field of psychology there is a long tradition of conceptualizing, and
measuring individual differences between people in their cognitive abilities. Educational
psychologists concerned with establishing the best fit between individuals and instruction have
developed measures of “aptitude™ for different kinds of learning. In this presentation | describe
in some detail two fairly recent conceptualisations of aptitude; Richard Snow's (1989) notion
of "Aptitude complexes’, and Philip Ackerman’s (1996; Ackerman & Heggestad, 1997) notion
of "Aptitude-trait complexes™ which extends the notion of aptitude to include not only cognitive
abilities, but also personality and motivational factors. | then describe how these two
complementary notions can be researched for their effects on second language learning and
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performance on classroom tasks which differ in terms of their design characteristics. | describe
a taxonomy of second language classroom task demands, and identify individual difference
factors, or “task aptitudes” which should predict the extent of successful learning and
performance on them (Robinson, 2011). Importantly, | argue, an aptitude test should be suitable
for the purposes of selection, as well as diagnosis and instructional option/ability matching, (I
think these are complementary purposes). | also point out where recent views of aptitude as
multi-componential predictors of ‘learning potential’ diverge from older models and
conceptions of aptitude, such as those represented by the Modern Language Aptitude Test
(MLAT), Pimsleur's Language Aptitude Battery (PLAB), and the US Defense Language
Institute's (DLI) Defense Language Aptitude Battery (DLAB).

I conclude this presentation by describing some issues for needed aptitude-treatment
interaction research in the framework for task design presented, and by outlining how the
results of this research can be integrated into program-wide decisions about second language

course design.
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JACET KANTO 6™ ANNUAL CONVENTION PROGRAM
Theme: Globalization and Roles of English

Sunday, June 10, 2012 / Yokohama National University
Registration Fee: JACET member 1,000 yen, Non-member 2,000 yen, Student 1,000 yen

Registration 9:30~ (First Floor Gallery, Bldg. No.7)
Opening 10:00~10:20 (Room 101, Bldg. No.6)
Chair: Sano, Fujiko (Working Commitiee Chairperson « Yokohama National University)

Greetings:  Kimura, Matsuo (President of JACET KANTO, Aoyama Gakuin University)
Jimbo, Hisatake (President of JACET, Waseda University)
Takagi, Masaki (Dean of College of Education and Human Sciences)

Research Paper 1

Room 101, Bldg. No.7 10:30~11:00

Factors of Good Lesson Practices in the English Classroom from the Viewpoint of Learners
Suzuki, Masahiro (Bunri University)

Room 103, Bldg. No.7 10:30~11:00

A Form for Rapid Reading Using the SRA Reading Laboratory: An Analysis on
Learners’ Commentaries
Hayashi, Chika (Seikei University)

Room 104, Bldg. No.7 10:30~11:00

Learning in English: A Case Study of English-Medium University in Japan
Wake, Issei (Tokyo Jogakkan College)
Tanaka, Keiko (Meiji Gakuin Univeristy)

Room 201, Bldg. No.7 10:30~11:00

An Attempt to Construct a Framework of Descriptors for Intercultural Competence
and Critical Thinking
Matsumoto, Kahoko (Tokai University)
Koyama, Yukie (Nagoya Institute of Technology)
Ohno, Hideki (Daito Bunka University)



Publisher’s Presentation

Room 101, Bldg. No.7 11:10~11:40

The Release of Speaking Test and Writing Test of G-TELP in Japan, and the Report

of Japan’s Precedent Cases
Numata, Tsuyoshi (G-TELP Japan)

Room 103, Bldg. No.7 11:10~11:40

CLIL Health Sciences: the Textbook and its Use in the Classroom from Different
Perspectives
Sasajima, Shigeru (Saitama Medical Universtiy)

(Sanshusha)

Case Study 1

Room 104, Bldg. No.7 11:10~11:40

Introducing Collaborative Activities as Preparation for Peer Review: Students’
Comments and Responses
Hatakeyama, Yukako (International Christian
University, Part-time)

Room 201, Bldg. No.7 11:10~11:40

The Relationship between Japanese and English in Speaking of Japanese University
Students
Noguchi, Fumie (Daito Bunka University,
Graduate Student)

(Lunch Break / Publisher’s Presentation at First Floor Gallery) 11:40~12:45

Keynote Lecture

12:45~14:15 (Room 101, Bldg. No.6)
Chair: Sano, Fujiko (Yokohama National University)

Abilities and Aptitudes for Second Language Task Performance
Lecturer: Peter Robinson (Aoyama Gakuin University)



Research Paper 2

Room 101, Bldg. No.7
1. 14:25~14:55
A Study on a Checklist for EFL Student Teachers in Japan
Nakayama, Natsue (Maebashi Kyoai Gakuen College)
Endo, Yukie (Seisen University)

2. 15:05~15:35
How Autonomous Factors Make Differences in Proficiency? : Analysis Using
Autonomous Learning Models
Kochiyama, Akiko (Meisei University)

Room 103, Bldg. No.7
1. 14:25~14:55
A Consideration of Cooperation between High School English Education and College
English Education: Based on the Analysis of Questionnaires to Students
Takizawa, Keiko (Waseda University, Graduate Student)

2. 15:05~15:35

Attempting to Create Assessment Portfolios for Teaching English to Elementary
School Children in Japan

Ito, Mika (Tokai University)
Kanazawa, Nobumi (Komazawa Women’s Junior College)

Room 104, Bldg. No.7
1. 14:25~14:55

Back to Basics: Reading Out Loud, Reciting, and Writing from Memory
Nakano Tatsuya (Tokyo Metropolitan Hakuo Senior /

Junior High School)

2. 15:05-15:35

Effects of Open Instructional Design
Anzai, Yayoi (Aoyama Gakuin University, Part-time)



Case Study 2

Room 201, Bldg. No.7  14:25~14:55

TOEIC Listening Material on the Web for English Phonetic Changes
Yubune, Eiichi (Toyo University)

Symposium

Room 101, Bldg. No.6  15:45~17:15
Chair: Jimbo, Hisatake (Waseda University)
English Competency for International Communication

Panelists: Takahashi, Koichi(Former Ambassador to the Czech Republic)
Yamaguchi, Ko (Advisor, Kyodo News Agency)
Terauchi, Hajime (Takachiho University)

Closing 17:15~17:20
Yamaguchi, Takane (Steering Committee Chairperson « Waseda University)

Cafeteria, Dai 1 Syokudo Bldg.
Party 17:20~18:50
Admission: ¥3,000
(Please pay with the enclosed money transfer form by May 21%)
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[To Presenters, Symposiasts and Chair Persons]

Please register at the registration desk first, and please arrive at the
designated room 10 minutes prior to the starting time of the presentation /
session. A student in each presentation room confirms your arrival and
contacts the convention office.

Attention: The Steering Committee does not assemble chairpersons at research
paper and case study presentations at this convention. Each presenter must
follow the direction from the timekeeper. A 10-minute Q&A session should
follow the 20-minute presentation.

HESNEN2E—&
F xRt
MRS E A
G - TELP HAHER
HOYA H— bt z kA4t
ANy g
ST A4 b R
~ /b)) e 2T alr—3 g
A I AT F— RRFHUD
et e 7 v U HiE

SRV N5 =l

. RS

. weoe A R R

© XN s WD

ol
N RO

(2011 &% JACET B4 # 7 /177Xy bMH)

12



BIREN KRERNEK

1. EEARRN (BT : fHERAR)
LUTF ORFHH C, BURER & BURENY R FMEZEITLE T,
HICHF OB ADNRATT,
B :8:30 F& & 9:30 3 A5 17:3038L 18 : 30 %
JACETEE?iSE%G@K SIBOENADVIIEANE

aBE

A RAR
ai%kIonus

E AR AR IACETRR X AR
LB EARDYIE

2. JACET M FHEER AT I (http:/Avww.ynu.ac.jp/about/public/publish/ynumap/index.html % /11 T)

S3-1 6 5fE (1B 101 BEDA, BIEK - TS - BfEE - LV RY U A TER)
S2-2 7THEEE (1FEL 2M%. = - BETHER)
Sl-4 FH1h/E (BR - - BHESH)

o
@\

13



3. TBfEo7ur~<v/
BRE= - TS - KR - VR U AT 6 BEED 1 B 101 H=ETT)

1 %

14



