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Re-Envisioning Reading in
English as a Foreign Language
Mark Warschauer, University of California, Irvine

Over the last twenty years, there has been a steady transition from writing on paper to
writing on the screen, with almost all serious written work in the English-speaking world
now done via computer.  Until recently, we had not gone through the same shift in reading,
as most reading of books and magazines, and much reading of newspapers and documents,
was still done on paper rather than on screen. However, with the emergence of eReaders
such as the Kindle and media tablets such as the iPad, this is beginning to change, and it is
likely in the next generation we will go through the same transition from page to screen for
reading that we have now almost completed for writing.

This paper analyzes the potential impact of reading on the screen for second-language
learners. Recent studies on reading online have tended to focus on the development of
information literacy skills, as readers need to find, evaluate, and deploy content from a
wide range of Web-based sources. However, a more complete shift to screen-reading of a
wide variety of material, to include not just Websites but also books and textbooks, poses a
wider range of issues for research and pedagogy, particularly the question of how reading
material can be scaffolded to make it more accessible. Forms of scaffolding previously
explored, such L1 and L2 vocabulary glosses; visual, audio, and audio-visual supports;
advance organizers; highlighting of words; text-to-speech; and alternative models of
sequencing vocabulary introduction all presuppose that the basic block formatting of texts
will remain the same on screen as it appears in print (for an overview, see Chun, 2006).
However, there is no reason for this to be true, since software provides powerful means to
both analyze texts and present them in alternate formats.

An especially promising approach for making material accessible to second language
readers is visual-syntactic text formatting (VSTF). VSTF uses natural language processing
techniques to parse sentences and present them in a way that highlights meaning.
Specifically, VSTF breaks sentences up at salient clause and phrase boundaries, fits each
row of text into one or two fixation eyespans, uses a cascading pattern to denote syntactic
hierarchies, and creates visual clusters across multiple rows that help readers retain and
integrate multi-phrase images in their mind. VSTF also renders active verbs in colored font



to further highlight meaning. VSTF formatting is currently available on some digital
textbooks, but any other digital text can readily be converted to VSTF via software.

VSTF makes reading easier, especially for second language learners, for two reasons.
First, by visually organizing material according to syntactic structure it provides the kinds
of meaning clues that are signaled via intonation in oral communication but are largely
absent in written texts. Secondly, by providing a more streamlined presentation of
material it allows readers to proceed more efficiently down the page with less confusion
and loss of visual focus.

Research on use of VSTF among both college and secondary students has found that
students using VSTF read 20% faster, comprehend 25% more of what they read, and, after
an academic year of VSTF usage, increase their reading proficiency in English
significantly, even when the proficiency tests are given in traditional block format (Walker,
Schloss, Fletcher, Vogel, & Walker, 2005; Walker & Vogel, 2005). Furthermore, English
language learners who use VSTF achieve reading proficiency scores similar to those of
native English speakers who do not use it.

This presentation will provide an overview of the transition in reading from page to
screen and its importance for English language learning and teaching, illustrating the
potential value of VSTF and other new approaches.
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JACET KANTO 5" ANNUAL CONVENTION PROGRAM
Theme: Communicative Language Teaching Revisited:
Our Successes and Failures

Sunday, June 26, 2011 / Daito Bunka University, Itabashi Campus
Registration Fee: JACET member 1,000 yen, Non-member 2,000 yen, Student 1,000 yen

Registration 9:30~ (Area around Room 106, Bldg. No.3)
Opening 10:00~10:20 (Hall of Central Building)
Chair: Etsuo, Taguchi (Daito Bunka University)

Greetings: Nakano, Michiko (President of JACET KANTO, Waseda University)
Jimbo, Hisatake (President of JACET, Waseda University)
Ota, Masao (President of Daito Bunka University)

Keynote Lecture

Hall, Central Building
10:20~11:30
Chair: Nakano, Michiko (Waseda University)

Re-Envisioning Reading in English as a Foreign Language
Lecturer: Mark Warschauer (University of California, Irvine)

Research Paper = Case Study

Room 112, Bldg. No.3
1. 11:55~12:25

Raising an Awareness of Rationale behind CEFR in Japan
Hisamura, Ken (Den-en Chofu University)
Sakai, Shien (Chiba University of Commerce)

2. 12:35-13:05

Improving Student's Motivation
Kato, Sumie (Chiba University, Part-time)



Room 110, Bldg. No.3
1. 11:55~12:25

A Case Study of Using WEB as Extensive Reading in English Classroom
Sekido, Fuyuhiko (Rikkyo University, Part-time)

2. 12:35-13:05

Long-term Effects by Cross-cultural English Training
Omi, Jun (Shobi University, Part-time)

Room 109, Bldg. No.3
1. 11:55~12:25

Toward Quantifying ‘Communicative’
Hughes, Leander (Saitama University)

2. 12:35-13:05

L2 pragmatic Awareness: Evidence from an English Teaching Methodologies Course
Ono, Masahiro (Graduate School of Education, Yokohama

National University, Graduate student)

Room 108, Bldg. No.3
1. 11:55~12:25

On the Synergy of Multiple Dictionaries
Ikebe, Yasuhiko (Professor Emeritus at University of Tsukuba,

and Professor Emeritus at University of Aizu)
Ikebe, Yoshiko (Tokyo University of Science)
Asai, Nobuyoshi (University of Aizu)
Miyazaki, Yoshinori (Shizuoka University)

2. 12:35~13:05
Understanding Challenging Academic Texts through Collaborative Concept Map

Production
Takaesu, Asako (International Christian University)

Sudo, Mikiko (International Christian University)

(Lunch Break) 13:05~14:10



Room 112, Bldg. No.3
1. 14:10~14:40
Mandating English Proficiency - Does It Work? Evidence from Taiwan
Newfields, Tim (Toyo University)

2.  14:50~15:20
Investigating the Relationship among Self-Efficacy Beliefs, Self-Regulation Strategy
Use, and English Aural Proficiency
Onoda, Sakae (Kanda University of International Studies)

Room 110, Bldg. No.3
1. 14:10~14:40
What Can Be Accomplished by a One-day Assessment Training Workshop for
Prospective Teachers? — from the Perspective of Assessment Literacy
Nakamura, Yuji (Keio University)
Akiyama, Tomoyasu (Bunkyo University)
Kimura, Kazumi (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Part-time)
Park, Siwon (Kanda University of International Studies)
Murray, Adam (Tokai University)
Matsumoto, Kahoko (Tokai University)

2. 14:50~15:20

Future Use of English Goal Orientation as a Predictor of Language Success
Richard, Jean-Pierre Joseph (Kanagawa University, Part-time)

Uehara, Suwako (Kanagawa University, Part-time)

Room 109, Bldg. No.3
1. 14:10~14:40

The Measurement of the Effects of Proficiency Level-based English Classes at the
Department of International Economics in Hosei University
Terauchi, Masanori (Hosei University)

lino, Atsushi (Hosei University)
Nakatani, Yasuo (Hosei University)
Nakamura, Mitsuyoshi (Hosei University, Part-time)
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Room 109, Bldg. No.3
2. 14:50~15:20

An Introduction of Can-Do Tasks in English Minor Classes
Naganuma, Naoyuki (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Kudo, Yoji (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
Poland, Dean (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
Yoshitomi, Asako (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Room 108, Bldg. No.3
1. 14:10~14:40

A Case Study of Group Journal Writing with a Particular Focus on Student Affective

Development
Hayashi, Chika (Seikei University)

2. 14:50~15:20
The Analysis of a Rater's Behavior and Verification of Assessment Criteria in a
Writing Test
Sugita, Yoshihito (Yamanashi Prefectural University)

Symposium

Room 111, Bldg. No.3
1. 15:30~16:40 Chair: Nakano, Michiko (Waseda University)
JACET-ICT Survey and Research Committee Special Symposium: Toward the
development of standard skill description in language learning based on CEFR
Owada, Kazuharu (Tokyo College of Music)
Ueda, Norifumi (Komazawa University)
Oya, Masanori (Mejiro University)
Negishi, Junko (Waseda University, Part-time)
Tsutsui, Eiichiro (Hiroshima International University)
Kondo, Yusuke (Waseda University)
Yoshida, Satoshi (Waseda University)

2. 16:50~18:00 Chair: Sasajima, Shigeru (Saitama Medical University)
Possibility of Classroom-based Teacher Assessment Using the CEFR(-J)
Sasajima, Shigeru (Saitama Medical University)
Nishioka, Hiromi (Suginami High School)
Suzuki, Makoto (Saitama Prefectural Kawagoe Girls’ High School)
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Room 114, Bldg. No.3
1.  15:30~16:40  Chair: Horiuchi, Masako (Showa Pharmaceutical University)
Development of Teaching Materials with Can Do Statements for Pharmacy Students
Kaneko, Toshio (School of Pharmacy, Nihon University)
Skier, Eric (Tokyo University of Pharmacy and Life Sciences)
Kawano, Madoka (Hoshi University)

2. 16:50~18:00  Chair: Kiyota, Yoichi (Meisei University)
A Working Model of a CALP-Based Framework: An Analysis of Secondary
Education in South Korea, Hong Kong, US and Japan
Kiyota, Yoichi (Meisei University)
Usukura, Misato (Showa Women’s University)
Yamamoto, Shigeyo (Soka University)
Yamauchi, Mari (Chiba University of Commerce)

Room 111, Bldg. No.3

Closing 18:10~18:15
Yamaguchi, Takane (Steering Committee Chairperson < Waseda University, Part-time)

Cafeteria, Central Bldg.
Party 18:20~19:20
Admission: ¥3,000
(Please pay with the enclosed money transfer form by June 10™)
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[To Presenters, Symposists and Chair Persons]

Please register at the registration desk first, and please arrive at the
designated room 10 minutes prior to the starting time of the presentation /
session. A student in each presentation room confirms your arrival and
contacts the convention office.

Attention: The Steering Committee does not assemble chairpersons at research
paper and case study presentations at this convention. Each presenter must
follow the direction from the timekeeper. A 10-minute Q&A session should
follow the 20-minute presentation.
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http://www.daito.ac.jp/english/about/campus/itabashi.html k¥ fizd#;

Toei Mita Line :
Disembark at Nishidai Station, West Exit, walk about 10 min.

Local Bus :

From Tobu Nerima Station, board the bus bound for Ukimafunado (Kokusai Kogyo).
Disembark at the Takashima Rokunohashi bus stop. Walk about 5min. to campus.

Local Bus (Kokusai Kogyo) :

From Narimasu Station, North Exit, board the bus bound for Arabane—eki Nishiguchi or
Shimura Sanchome—eki. Disembark at the Daito Bunka Daigaku bus stop.
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